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PBEFACE. 



The following Memoir of the Biahop of Brechin, ss well 
as the accompanying DOtioe of his brother, are reprinted 
from the pages of the " ChurehmaE's Companion" in 
which tliey first appearerl, with some additional details, 
supplied to the writer by the kindneas of the surviving 
members of the family, tt would naturally have been 
expected that a complete and volumiuous record of so 
remarkable a life as that of the Bishop of Brechin would 
have been undertaken by some competent author, and 
enriched by a selection from his correspondence and 
journals, but unhappily his testamentary directions as 
to the disposal of his private papers were of a nature 
to preclude the possibility of any such biography being 
ever given to the public. In the absence therefore of 
all hope of a more suitable account of his noble career, 
it has been thought well to give a permanent form to 
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this brief sketch originally adapted only to the limited 
space afforded by a Magazine. None can feel more 
deeply than the writer, how very inadequate and un- 
worthy of the subject this little work necessarily is, but 
it is hoped that it may at least tend to preserve the 
memory of the holy and gifted brothers of whom it 
treats, when all those who were privileged to know 
them upon earth, shall have passed like themselves into 
the woipld unseen. 

OXFOED, 

Beeetnber, 1875.* 
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ALEXANDER PENROSE FORBES, 



BISHOP OF BEBOHIN. 



nnHE honoured name of the Bishop of Brechin is so 
• well known throughout the length and breadth of 
the land, that few persons can fail to be aware of the 
great loss which has been sustained by the Church, 
militant bere on earth, in the sadden summons which 
has called him to his well earned rest. A brief memoir 
of one so beloved and so regretted will we are sure be 
welcomed by our readers. We are deeply conscious, 
however, that any record of his existence as it was seen 
of man, can only give very inadequately the true history 
of that saintly spirit which has now found a refuge in 
the Everlasting Arms, — ^for although the circle of his 
friends of every rank extended as widely on the conti- 
nent as in this country, while his published works are 
in the hands of many, and his active labours appreciated 
far beyond the limits of his diocese, yet of him it may 
be emphatically said, that he was one of those whose 
jyfe was hid with Chbist in God. Of that inward 
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existence which he lived alone with his Lobd, no trace 
remains to us, save the memory of his holiness in word 
and action, but even the outward details of such a 
career as his has been, will be found full of interest 
and edification. 

Alexander Forbes belonged to a family whose attach- 
ment to the Church has long been almost proverbial in 
Scotland. His grandfather, Sir William Forbes of 
Pitsligo, was a staunch and loyal supporter of that 
Church, at a period when she was undergoing deep 
humiliation and even persecution in North Britain, and 
he rendered her valuable services, of which the benefit 
is felt to this day. The Bishop's father, John Hay 
Forbes, subsequently known as a Judge on the Scottish 
Bench by the title of Lord Medwyn, followed on the 
same course with no less faithfulness and consistency ; 
it was to him a great gratification in after times when 
he saw his beloved son raised to a position which gave 
him power to render the highest service to the Church 
in his own native land; although at the commence- 
ment of Mr. Forbes's clerical career, his remarkable 
abilities and academical success, opened out to h!m 
such fair prospects in the Church of England, that his 
father could not without much natural regret see him 
abandon them all for the humbler and more restricted 
sphere to which he believed his duty called him. The 
future Bishop was not however in the first instance 
destined to take holy orders. 

He was born on the 6th of June, 1817, and received 
his early education at the Edinburgh Academy, — an 
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excellent school, where most Scottish gentlemen sent 
their sons at that time. Thence he went to Beckenham, 
in Kent, where he spent two years under the care of 
a private tutor, the Eev. Thomas Dale, known as the 
author of "The Widow ofNain," and other poems, 
and later as Vicar of S. Pancras and Canon of S. Paul's. 
He then went to Glasgow University, but remained 
there only for a single session, as he was appointed to 
a post in the Indian Civil Service, which induced him 
at once to proceed to Haileybury College, in order to 
fit himself for his future career. He distinguished him- 
self very greatly during his residence there, and carried 
off five gold medals, besides numerous other prizes — a 
success which we believe had not been attained by any 
previous student. Mr. Le Bas was at that time Prin- 
cipal of the College. Dean Jeremie lectured in Classics, 
and Mr. Jones in Political Economy, and the Bishop 
laboured most industriously under their guidance, ac- 
quiring a remarkable proficiency in the Oriental tongues, 
and notably in Sanskrit and Persian, — while the friend- 
ships he made, especially with Dean Jeremie, were a 
source of unfailing pleasure to him in long after years. 
When he finally sailed for the Madras Presidency in 
September, 1836, it was with many prognostics of a 
brilliant career made by those who could judge critically 
of his prospects, and these were amply justified by the 
eminence to which he was fast attaining, when his course 
was prematurely checked by the failure of his health, 
under the effect of the climate. The Law Professor at 
Haileybury, Mr. Empson, had remarked of him, that 
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no student had ever shown so much legal ability, though 
some had perhaps been greater readers, and the truth 
of this observation was strikingly exemplified by a 
circumstance which occurred before he had been two 
years at his post, when he was asked to draw up a digest 
of the Laws for the use of the authorities, a compliment 
which had never before been paid to so young a man. 

It was during his stay in India that he first gave 
indication of the earnest devotion to religion which 
ultimately became his very life, — although during his 
blameless boyhood it is probable that his somewhat 
reticent nature covered much deep feeling of the same 
kind . At this period, hofirever, while working arduously 
at the duties of his post, he gave every spare moment 
to the study of theology, and it was known to those 
who were intimate with him then, that even while his 
success in his profession showed him to be on the way 
to wealth and honour, he was sighing for that which he 
designated as ** Christian work." And his desire was 
granted. The illness which seemed, humanly speaking, 
to cut short so sadly a splendid career, was undoubtedly 
but the loving call which bade him enter on his Master's 
more immediate service. There is little doubt that even 
then his secret desire was to take Holy Orders, but he 
would not have thought it right to quit his post and 
disappoint his father's hopes, had not the way been 
made straight for him by what appeared at the time 
to be a heavy cross. His health became so seriously 
affected that he was obliged to apply for sick-leave, and 
in order to get a thorough change of climate he went 
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to the Cape of Good Hope. After nine months' sojourn 
there, by which he benefited greatly, he returned to his 
work, without the least intention of abandoning it, — 
but a fresh attack of fever, which prostrated him to such 
an extent that he could only move on crutches, com- 
pelled him to seek a more effectual change, and he went 
home to Scotland on a two years' furlough. His 
friends doubted considerably whether he would ever be 
able to return to his lucrative and honourable position 
in India, but we believe no definite resolution on the 
subject had been taken, when he obtained his father's 
consent to entering as undergraduate at Brazenose Col- 
lege, Oxford, on the plea that whatever the future might 
bring, he could not pass two years in idleness. 

The time which he spent at Oxford was destined 
however to have a most momentous influence on the 
whole of his life* His academical career was strikingly 
successful; although he entered upon it under serious 
disadvantages from the feeble state of his health — he 
had in fact been obliged to give up reading altogether 
and had been ordered to Italy by medical advice for 
the previous autumn and winter ; he yielded therefore, 
though somewhat unwillingly to tbe persuasions of his 
friends who strongly urged him not to try for honours, 
simply on the ground of his physical weakness, there 
being no doubt that his classical attainments were such 
as to have insured him success ; as it was, he passed 
through the usual course with something more than 
credit. He received the mark of distinction always 
given to those who have done thoroughly well, although 
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they have not read for honours, by being placed in the 
fourth class, and ended by winning the Boden Sanskrit 
scholarship. Long afterwards a well known dignitary 
who had been one of his examiners, remarked to a 
friend that he had never known any young man who 
had distinguished himself so signally under the ordeal 
of the schools as Alexander Forbes, and he added, that 
all who knew him in Oxford were convinced, that he 
had a brilliant future before him and would win for him- 
self a great reputation in whatever profession he might 
ultimately adopt. The prophecy was proved to have 
been correct ; only by the deliberate will of him who 
was the subject of it, the honour he won has not been 
in the field of earthly fame, but in that high sphere 
where one star differetb from another in glory, since all 
his talents were dedicated to the service of the King 
who has said, '* If any man serve Me, him will My Fa- 
ther honour." It was however on his inner life that 
the most remarkable effect was produced by his resi- 
dence in Oxford. He was at the University in the first 
gbwing and fervent days of the great Catholic revival, 
and was soon brought into personal contact with those 
whose wellknown names are most intimately associated 
with that remarkable movement. Amongst the num- 
bers who were at that time strongly influenced by the 
rare intellectual gifts and practical holiness of those 
great leaders, none were more powerfully and lastingly 
impressed than he was of whom we speak. Their 
teaching in fact kindled into imperishable life the flame 
of pure devotion which lay already smouldering in his 
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earnest spirit. All idea of ever returning to his post in 
India with its substantial emoluments and prospective 
honours, was at once finally abandoned, and with the 
willing consent of his good father he devoted himself 
heart and soul to the service of the Church. 

The close and intimate relations which at this period 
commenced between the future Bishop and his revered 
and much loved friend Dr. Pusey, were continued un- 
changed through all the vicissitudes of the troubled 
years which followed, up to the day of his death, and 
assuredly constituted one of his deepest sources of happi- 
ness, in a life which he chose to sustain unbrightened 
by any domestic tie. In his frequent visits to Oxford 
in after days, he always made his home in the well- 
known comer of Christ Church quadrangle which is so 
inseparably associated with that carum et venerabile 
nomen — as it has been aptly termed — and nothing 
could induce him to spend even a part of his stay in any 
other house, though he had near relations and friends 
in the town who would gladly have welcomed him to 
their dwellings. His last visit to this second home 
was in May of the present year, (1875) when the failing 
health of the elder of the two friends, must have made 
it seem very unlikely that he would be called upon to 
see his dear son in the faith, pass before him to the 
peace of God. 

Mr. Forbes was ordained deacon by the late Bishop 
Bagot in 1844, and subsequently received his priest's 
orders from the same hands. His first appointment as 
curate was to the village of Aston Rowant; but he 
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very soon left it to take the curacy of S. Thomas the 
Martyr in Oxford. The Bishop always looked back 
to his coi^nection with this parish, as one of the hap- 
piest events of his life, from the strong attachment 
which he formed to its well-known vicar, the Eev. 
Thomas Chamberlain. S. Thomas's was, at that time, 
the scene of an almost desperate resistance on the p^ 
of the people to the principles of the Church, which 
the vicar upheld with indomitable determination, and 
also to the reformation which he carried out most ener- 
getically in' long standing evils that fatally demoralized 
his parishioners. The opposition which he met with 
went so far as to threaten his life ; and the calm courage 
with which he met most serious risks without swerving 
in the smallest particular from what he held to be right, 
called forth Mr. Forbes's enthusiastic admiration, and , 
inspired him with a love and reverence for his vicar 
which remained unabated to the last day of his life. 
This too became an enduring friendship; and Mr. 
Chamberlain's advice and sympathy were of very great 
use to the Bishop in more than one critical period of 
his subsequent career; writing lately to a friend in 
Oxford, the Bishop asked anxiously how it fared with 
S. Thomas' ? ** that dear parish," he added, " which 
has always a first place in my poor prayers." He 
never failed to visit it when in the neighbourhood, and 
he used to say that he recognized the faces of the 
children he had taught, in the men and women who 
clustered round him. He often preached in its familiar 
pulpit ; but his chief pleasure was to come to the early 
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celebrations, when he would slip in unobserved and 
take his place in some quiet comer amongst his old 
friends. At the time when the rampant Protestantism 
drawn forth by the so-called Papal aggression, avenged 
itself for the proceedings of a foreign potentate on the 
most devoted clergy of our own Church, the Bishop's 
sensitive nature was rudely wounded by demonstrations 
of mistrust towards himself in his northern diocese, and 
he said to Mr. Chamberlain (who being happily with him 
was a great support and comfort) "I wish I might 
come back to be your curate in S. Thomas' J** 

From this much-loved parish he was however called 
away unexpectedly by the death of his mother, and 
before he could leave his family in their affliction, he* 
was offered the incumbency of Stonehaven, in Aber- 
deenshire. Whatever his wishes might have been, his 
strong sense of duty made him consider himself bound 
to serve the Church in his native land, and he therefore 
at once accepted the appointment. The Bishop's con- 
nection with this Scottish sea-side town, has acquired 
a touching interest from the fact of its being the scene 
of his last public act, one fortnight only before his death. 
On September the 21st, 1875, he assisted in laying the 
foundation stone of a new Church in Stonehaven, and it 
is pleasant now to feel that the occasion must have been 
one of great gratification to himself; — his own labours 
had largely contributed to that increase in the place of 
adherents to the Church, which had necessitated addi- 
tional accommodation for public worship — and he was 
surrounded at the gathering for this purpose, by many 



\ 



10 



ALEXANDER PENROSE FORBES, 



near and dear friends : among these may be named 
Canon Liddon, Mr. Mac Ck)ll, and most especially his 
kinsman Lord Forbes, who follows the tradition of the 
race lie represents, by a truly loyal devotion to the 
Church — of which he has lately given a valuable proof 
in his admirable *' Treatise on the Holy Eucharist."^ — 
The Bishop in acknowledging good wishes for his health 
at this meeting, spoke words which have now a most 
solemn significance. Alluding to the feelings which 
had been roused in him, he said, 

'* Of course thanks and gratitude predominate, but I cannot 
help looking back to nearly thirty years ago when I first 
came to Stonehayen as the clergyman of this most interesting 
incumbency, and when I think that almost all those who 
greeted me at that time the grave has coyered, and that those 
whom I baptized here are now in the full yigour of man- 
hood, pursuing their different ayocations in life, and when I 
think of the many who year afber year haye receiyed at my 
hands the apostolic grace of confirmation, I cannot return 
thanks to you without yery serious and solemn thoughts.*' 

After enlarging on these topics he added this weighty 
sentence : 

" We have a great cause committed to us — if our principles 
are not realities we have no business to hold them $ but we 
are bound to cling to them if we believe they are realities 
— great Diyine realities which will find their ultimate place 
in the world to come." C 

Very earnestly did the Bishop strive to teach those 

^ '* On the Holy Eucharist/' addressed to the Laity of the 
Church, by Lord Forbes. (Brown, Aberdeen. Masters, London.) 
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Divine realities to the people of Stonehayen while he was 
in charge of their souls, and some reminiscences of his 
connection with them still remain extant, in a little 
work which he published many years after he had left 
them. Stonehaven was one of those places where, in 
the last century, members of the Church suffered abso- 
lute persecution, and the difficulties in the performance 
of her sacred offices were so great, that little infants 
used to be brought to the dergyman for baptism, con- 
cealed in the baskets of the women who came into the 
town with fish for sale. Some of the most striking 
incidents of that crud time were woven by the Bishop 
into a little tale which he entitled "The Prisoners 
of Craigmacaire," the Gaelic rendering of the name, 
Stonehaven. 

The Bishop worked hard and successfully in this 
incumbency, and was already seeing good fruit of his 
labours, when he was suddenly called upon to leave it, for 
a position involving so much self-sacrifice that he would 
not refuse it. Those who know anything of the history 
of tiie Church of S. Saviour's at Leeds, are well aware 
of the tribulations through which it passed during the 
first years of its existence, and it was precisely because 
the position of its Vicar was one of the greatest diffi- 
culty and delicacy, that Alexander Forbes was earnestly 
pressed to assume it. As we have said, he would not 
shield himself from certain trial by a refusal, and he left 
his peaceful Scottish parish to enter on a most anxious 
and responsible charge. His tenure of the position 
was however very brief; God had other work for him 
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to do, and on the death of Bishop Moir of Brechin, he 
found himself unexpectedly elected to the vacant see. 
He was very young, having barely attained the cano- 
nical age of thirty, and would probably have shrunk 
from entering thus early on 86 weighty an office, had 
not the wise and experienced friends whom he consulted, 
strongly urged upon him to follow the leading of Pro- 
vidence by accepting the post, for which they saw that 
he was eminently fitted. On the Feast of SS. Simon 
and Jude, 1847, Alexander Penrose Forbes was con- 
secrated Bishop of Brechin, by the Primus and the 
Bishops of Edinburgh and Glasgow, in S. Andrew's 
Church, Aberdeen. It is therefore after an episcopate 
of twenty-eight years, that he now lays down the pas- 
toral, staff to fold his hands in meek and thankful rest 
at the Feet of Jesus. 

What the Bishop's life during those years has really 
been it is not easy to depict, for it simply consisted of 
the unreserved surrender of his whole being, with all 
his powers and gifts, to the service of his Divine Master, 
and only at that Day when the Lord Whom he loved 
shall gather up His redeemed into the consummation 
of bliss, will it be known how many souls were won 
for Him by the unceasing toil of His faithful servant. 

But of the Bishop's outward work, tangible tokens 
have been left which may give a slight idea of the 
hidden labours they in some sense represent. When, 
immediately after his consecration, he examined into 
the conditions of his new sphere of work, his natural 
acuteness at once showed him that Dundee and not 
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Brechin was the real centre of his diocese, and that he 
ought to make that populous commercial town the seat 
of his residence, and of his chief exertions. 

It was not the home which his personal inclinations 
would have led him to select, accustomed as he was to 
a highly-polished and intellectual society, but the result 
proved that he was perfectly right in his decision. The 
death of Dean Horsley just at this time made an opening 
for his active ministrations in what was called the 
" chapel" in Castle Street, — it consisted really of a 
room over the Bank of Scotland, full of green baize 
pews, and in all its appointments about as unattractive 
a place of worship as could have been found for a man 
of his aesthetic tastes. With this his work conmienced, 
and at its close, he leaves behind him three Churches 
in Dundee, — the noble pro-cathedral of S. Paul's, S. 
Salvador's, and S. Mary Magdalene's, — and two or 
three in the neighbourhood, amongst which are those 
lat Lochee and at Broughty Ferry. 

Besides these he was mainly instrumental in esta- 
blishing and conducting a Home for fallen women, a 
Convalescent House, and an Orphanage. The last of 
the institutions which practically owes its existence to 
him is the Sisterhood of S. Mary, located in King Street, 
in the establishment of which lie was largely aided by 
the generous lady who now, we believe, occupies the 
position of Superior in the house. The Bishop also 
gave energetic assistance to every effort that could be 
made for the improvement of the working classes, — 
especially to the Albert Institute, — and took a heavy 
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share of work as member of the Free Library and 
School Boards. He likewise founded schools in con- 
nection with the new Churches he had raised, and more 
or less personally superint^ded them all. 

His every-day Ufe at Dundee may be said to have 
been divided between his duties as Bishop and parish- 
priest, and the literary labours to which he devoted 
every moment that could be spared from his people. 
It was undoubtedly in his capacity as an earnest and 
hard-working clergyman, that he most completely won 
their affections. He not only personally attended to 
the wants of the poor, and sought them out in the 
crowded lanes and alleys of the town, but he visited 
with untiring zeal the sick in the hospitals and the 
prisoners in the gaol. 

It was not much the habit of the Presbyterian minis- 
ters to go personally to the infirmaries, and as the Bishop 
attended indiscriminately to sufferers of all denomina- 
tions, he soon became unboundedly popular among the 
poorer classes. By night as well as by day he was at 
the call of every one to whose spiritual or temporal 
wants he was able to minister. Many instances of his 
large-hearted charity in the highest sense of the word, 
might be given in speaking of this branch of his labours, 
but we have only space for a very few, which we select 
from the number of those that are known ; much more 
was assuredly seen of God alone. 

There was at one time a party of so-called Church 
people in Dundee who were strongly inimical to their 
diocesan, and a certain Dr. Aspinall, a clergyman of some 
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literary celebrity, established himself in the town for 
the purpose of ministering to them, in direct oppo* 
sition to the Bishop's teaching and authority. Scarcely 
had he commenced this ill-advised work however, when 
he was stricken down by paralysis, and thrown helpless 
and destitute into a state of hopeless disease. He sent 
for a gentleman whom he had known some time, but 
when this friend arrived he found the Bishop already 
by the bedside of the man who had been his enemy. 
He continued unwearied in his attentions to him up 
to the day of his death, showing him the most con- 
siderate and disinterested kindness in every possible 
way ; he assisted in raising a lai^e sum of money for 
his support, and laboured strenuously besides to pro- 
cure a permanent maintenance for him, appealing 
personally for that purpose to some influential persons 
with whom he had very little acquaintance, a proceed- 
ing which must have been peculiarly distasteful to him, 
reserved and sensitive as he was. 

Another unfortunate literary man fell into destitu- 
tion and ill-health, whose testimony to the Bishop's 
tender care of him is best expressed in his own words, 
— " What should I have been," he once said in his 
last days, " but for the Bishop of Brechin P — ^his teach- 
ing has soothed my troubled soul, and I have been a 
most unhappy man ; I hope his many prayers for me 
will be answered ! his wine and his gold have been 
free to me, — many a bottle of port has he brought 
me in those big pockets of his !" — and doubtless the 
poor poet's greatest earthly wish was granted when 
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his last hour came, — ^for the Bish(^, roused from sleep 
in the middle of a dark and stormy night with the 
tidings that he was dying, rose instantly and hurried 
to his bedside, where he remained in prayer for him 
till the spirit had departed. 

On another occasion the Bishop was seeking some 
poor person in one of the crowded alleys of the town, 
and knocked at a door which he imagined to be the 
room he sought, — a feeble voice called to him to come 
in, he entered, and found a dying man, of whom he had 
known nothing previously, but who had once been 
prosperous, and now reduced and hopeless, was pass- 
ing awi^in great spiritual darkness and misery ; the 
Bishop's tender words led him to open all his heart, 
and soon he was receiving the very instruction he re- 
quired, and learning how to pray from the lips of him 
who knelt by his side. Next day the dying man said 
to an acquaintance, '* The Bishop knocking at my door 
was a providence, — for all the books I have read, and the 
sermons I have heard, I never saw daylight until 
now." 

When the cholera was raging in Dundee, the Bishop 
gave himself unsparingly to the relief of those smitten 
down by the pestilence, and many can remember how 
he used to be seen at all hours of the day and night, 
hurrying along the street on his way to some of the 
numerous victims, with his Prayer Book in one hand, 
and a bottle of cholera mixture in the other. But it 
would be in vain to attempt to give any complete idea 
of his work among the poor, or of the secret self-denial 
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which he practised in numberless ways in order to be 
able to carry it out to the extent he desired. Although 
the whole of his professional income was always con- 
secrated to his Master, his private means would have 
enabled him to live in a style which might have been 
supposed suitable to the rank of a Bishop, as well as 
to his original status in society, but while he was always 
ready to dispense a liberal hospitality to his clergy and 
others who might wish to see him, the general arrange- 
ments of his household were of the most modest and 
simple description. His friend and chaplain. Dean 
Nicholson, shared his abode, and two women servants 
constituted his whole establishment. And besides this 
rigid economy he made many a personal sacrifice in 
order that he might have more to give away. Only 
lately when travelling in Italy, he saw a beautiful de- 
votional picture which he much desired to possess, and 
made arrangements to purchase it, but on returning 
home the claims of the work now being carried on 
under Bishop Callaway, the Scottish Missionary Bishop 
in Kaffraria, were brought before him, and he immedi- 
ately wrote to give up the picture, and sent the money 
it would have cost, anonymously, to the Mission in 
question. 

It is not however so much in these respects as in 
others less easily understood, that the extent of the self- 
abnegation involved in the Bishop's labours amongst 
the lowest of the population can really be estimated. 
He could not carry it on in any of its details without 
doing perpetual violence to his natural tastes, which 
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simply revolted against everything antagonistic to the 
highest refinement. He delighted in all that was beau- 
tiful in art and nature, and added unusual culture to a 
singularly versatile genius ; deeply read in antiquarian 
lore as well as in modem literature, a distinguished 
classical scholar, an admirable linguist, he had many 
accomplishments which would only too agreeably have 
occupied the days he spent in the dark and noisome 
dwellings, where the poor of the great mercantile city 
were thickly crowded together. Often when he came 
home at night sickened and wearied with the scenes 
through which he had passed, his greatest refreshment 
was to read a canto of Dante's " Paradiso," or " In- 
ferno," with one of his sisters who occasionally visited 
him, and was like himself, thoroughly conversant with 
the beautiful " Lingua Toscana." 

The Bishop was peculiarly fitted to shine in society, 
where his great conversational powers and polished 
manners paved the way for the good influence which 
his weightier qualities never failed to exercise, when the 
duties of his position led him to mix with those of his 
own rank in life. The beneficial effects of his presence 
on the refined and intellectual circles to which he had 
access was very marked, and naturally such intercourse 
was highly congenial to him ; but except when duty 
called him into their midst, he turned away from all to 
thread his way through the swarming streets of Dundee 
on errands of mercy. 

Meanwhile side by side with all this active and prac- 
tical work, the Bishop was doing his very utmost day 
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by day to bring the whole body of Catholic truth be- 
fore his people, and to lead them on to lives in strict 
accordance with the system of the Church. He was 
essentially a man who had the courage of his opinions, 
and truly he had need of a dauntless bravery to meet 
all the opposition, misrepresentation, and calumny, 
which were brought upon him by the temper of the 
times, and by his onerous position as a Catholic Bishop 
in the midst of Presbyterian Scotland. He remarked 
not long since to a friend, that no one but himself 
knew how much he had had to sufiPer from the evil 
opinion of his fellow-men, "but," he added with a 
patient smile, "I have lived it down." And how 
truly he had indeed done so, the events which followed 
his death have abundantly proved. 

There came however at last a crisis, when the species 
of persecution which had been carried on against him 
more or less directly for some years, reached its cul- 
minating point. On the 5th of August, 1857, the 
Bishop delivered a charge to his clergy, of which 
a large portion was devoted to the subject of the 
Holy Eucharist, and a Clergyman, — Incumbent of a 
church at no great distance, — laid a presentment, as it 
was called, before the Scottish Episcopal Synod, with 
reference to this charge, on the ground that the Bishop 
had set forth doctrines contrary to the Articles of the 
Church in Scotland. We do not wish to recall the 
painful controversies of that unhappy time, by speaking 
of the strong resentment felt by the Bishop's friends, 
at the manner in which his case was prejudged by those 
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in authority, before be was even brougbt to bis so-called 
trial. It will be sufficient to state that tbe examination 
into the Bishop's teaching, proved it to be substantially 
identical with that which was acquitted by the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, in a subsequent case 
in England, and after the Bishops in Synod had felt 
obliged to maintain their dignity as Judges by offering 
some mild admonitions to their brother, (who was one 
of the first theologians of the day,) the matter came 
altogether to an end. It was a beautiful trait in his 
character, that to the last hour of his life he ever after- 
wards acted with the utmost kindness and cordiality to 
all who had in any way been concerned in it. How 
loyal the Bishop really was in his obedience to even the 
most minute formularies of his Church, may be shown 
by the fact that when a young clergyman once asked 
him why he did not use the Eucharistic vestments at 
S. Paul's, he answered that it was because having 
searched most carefully into the law of the Church in 
Scotland, which differed in somie respects from that of 
England^ he found they would not be legal in that 
country, and therefore he abstained from wearing them, 
to his own very great regret. 

The bitter trial he had thus endured, had one good 
result in the very valuable work which he afterwards 
published in defence of his calumniated charge ; but it 
told heavily upon himself, his sensitive nature never 
recovered the shock of the attack made upon him, and 
the suffering which it engendered in many ways ; indeed 
it so seriously affected his constitution that it is now 



BISHOP OF BUBCHIN, 21 

thought by many to have been the remote cause, humauly 
speaking, pf his premature death. 

The Bishop's health was never strong, and all his 
labours were carried on under the pressure, more or 
less, of physical weakness ; he was often obliged to 
go for rest to the Continent, because there only, as he 
used to say, could he escape the daily Post. He always 
made those journeys however, a means of prosecuting 
the scientific study of theology, which was his life- 
long and favourite pursuit, and to this he owed his 
acquaintance with Dr. Dollinger, whom he frequently 
visited and greatly esteemed. 

The Bishop sympathized strongly with the Old Ca- 
tholic movement, and in his last hours it was a great 
satisfaction to him that the Synod of Brechin, which 
was held three days before his death, passed a reso- 
lution expressive of sympathy with the objects of the 
recent conference at Bonn. All such questions the 
Bishop studied with an amount of research and learn- 
ing which few could have brought to bear on them. 
In particular he thoroughly examined into the claims 
and Catholicity of the Church of England, and never 
swerved from the satisfactory conclusions to which 
he was brought by his study of this subject. It may 
cheer some hearts fainting in these troublous times, 
to know that we have the testimony of his nearest friend 
and fellow-worker for the fact, that the longer he lived 
the more entirely convinced did he become of the 
soundness of her position. 

The Bishop's absences from his diocese for rest, were 
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never what could be called holidays — though they were 
times of recreation to his spirit in intercourse with his 
friends, amongst whom he numbered Mr. Keble, Canon 
Liddon, Mr. Gladstone, and many others less illus- 
trious, but not to him less dear ; still while enjoying 
occasional meetings with them, he was always ready 
to preach or to hold retreats, and to minister in different 
ways to the numberless persons who came to him for 
spiritual help, or for the solution of intellectual difficul- 
ties ; to these last, his answers came with no uncertain 
sound, of which one striking instance has come to 
our knowledge : he was taking a country walk one day 
with a young man who, in common with many other 
earnest souls, was perplexed by some of the new scien- 
tific theories respecting the Creation, and he asked the 
Bishop whether he thought it possible that God had 
indeed abandoned the universe to the mechanical action 
of laws, with which He would not Himself interfere. 
The Bishop stopped short, and touching with his foot 
a blade of grass, he said, " I believe that God takes as 
much individual care of that blade of grass, as if nothing 
else existed in the universe, and that He does not aban- 
don it to the independent action of any laws whatever." 
The Bishop of Brechin's literary labours were in- 
cessant, and his profound theological studies rendered 
his writings of lasting value to the Church ; we may 
name especially his volumes on the Thirty-nine Articles 
and on the Nicene Creed, but for the rest we subjoin a 
list of his works at the end of the memoir, as we must 
hasten on now to the closing scenes. 
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On the Eigbteenth Sunday after Trinity, September 
263 the Bishop preached his last sermon ; he was then 
feeling unwell, but refused to spare himself this exertion, 
as he was advised to do. He continued so much in- 
disposed during the following week that he was unable 
to attend various services he had arranged to be con- 
ducted by Mr. Body, in Dundee, at which he had greatly 
wished to be present. So little, however, was any 
danger apprehended, that none of his attached brothers 
and sisters, who, as well as their children, had always 
been truly dear to him, were summoned ; yet it would 
seem that some internal voice must have whispered to 
him that the end of his earthly existence might be near, 
for at the commencement of his illness, when there was 
no reason to suppose it serious, he expressed his perfect 
readiness to die or to live as it might please God, and 
maintained to the last, perfect resignation, profound 
peace, and most firm faith in his divine Lord and in 
the Blessed Sacrament, whereby he knew that his soul 
was kept in union with Him Who is the Kesurrection 
and the Life. On Tuesday the 5th of October, the 
usual synod was held at Dundee, but the Bishop was 
unable to be present, and the Charge which he had 
prepared for delivery on that occasion was read for 
him. The closing sentences of this his last public 
utterance, contain so solemn and weighty a testimony 
to the Truth and Divine Mission of the Church, that 
we cannot forbear to transcribe them here as his final 
declaration of faith. 

These were his concluding words : — 
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" The Church to which we belong has thrown itself on the 
primitive rule, Quod semper, qttod ubiqne, quod ab omnibus. 
She has grounded her belief deep in the facts of history. 
She accepts no doctrine that will not bear, the test of 
universal tradition. She rejects all local colouring. She 
aims at universality, for the Consensus Sanctorum est vox 
Spiritus Sancti, But this must not be pressed on the 
negative side only : it is not enough to say that we reject 
doctrines that will not bear those tests ; there is a positive 
side also : we mtUst say, w6 bold, we grasp with unflinching 
tenacity all the doctrines which are rooted and grounded on 
antiquity, are sanctioned by universality, and have ever been 
certified wherever the name of Ohbist is named. And still 
while exacting as terms of communion only, the revelation 
which was complete five minutes after nine o'clock on the 
first day of Pentecost, she takes a leaf out of every school 
of thought that has arisen within the Church of Chbist. 
Just as in the Prayer Book she has embalmed history, bo 
she appropriates to herself the results of all the controversies, 
which having agitated the Church of God, have done great 
good in proving the faithful and in clearing up the con- 
ceptions of different doctrines. Thus she makes her own 
the triumph of the Alexandrian School over the philosopher 
when * old foes under new faces* would renew their attack 
upon the faith in these days ; and thus she aBSunilates the 
results of discussions on the doctrine of grace which 
emerged in the Pelagian controversies. But more than 
this. Conscious of the Indwelling of the Divine Spirit, 
she stands unshaken in the midst of the fierce blasts of 
materialism and pantheism. Conscious of life within her 
she abides unmoved amid the strife of tongues, believing 
that the Eternal Word can neither deceive nor be deceived. 
She can afibrd to smi)e at a theory of creation which evolves 
the beautiful universe by which we are surrounded from a 
series of vortex atoms, or accounts for the underlying forces 
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of nature by the action of demons. She can detect the truth 
that underlies the theory of evolution and acknowledge the 
action of an adorable Will, working uniformly according to 
the order of Its own perfection. She ean leave to science 
truly the domain of the lower world, being sure that every 
new discovery, every careful elucidation, will only add fresh 
material to the high theme of the Creator's praise, while she 
abides herself in the higher region of faith, witnessing to the 
existence of spirit, controlling the mighfy powers of the 
human will and directing the deep springs of emotion which 
gush forth from the human heart i calmly resting in the 
sense of her own certainty, she permits all opposing 
doctrines to convict themselves by their own absurdity or 
inefficiency or incompleteness. She allows theory to succeed 
theory, and confutation to follow upon assertion, while she 
herself abides unmoved. She knows in whom she has 
trusted^— in the Eternal Word and Beason, in Ohbibt the 
Bevealer of the Fatheb, Who speaks to every rational 
intellect, Who illuminates the Holy Spirits of knowledge that 
bum round the Throne on high. Who coming into the 
world lights every man — in that Wisdom which is the 
Breath of the Power of God — ^the pure influence flowing 
from the glory of the Almighty, Who pours down His own 
Spirit, (Who receives of Him the gifts of understanding, 
counsel and true knowledge,) upon the children of men, — 
in that Light of the Gentiles and glory of His people Israel 
— Who sheds His rays on all the varied departments of 
human lore — illustrating every fact of physical nature and 
every other form of the depths of God's mysterious ways, 
in that Truth which sanctifying every form of human 
wisdom orders in wisdom the politics, the industries, the 
laws, the sacred domestication of humanity, and from 
the seething cauldron and the surging free will of the 
creature, brings forth a law of order and harmony and 
love." 
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The Bishop was able to listen with interest to the 
accounts brought to him of the proceedings at the 
Synod, and for the next two days he appeared to be 
convalescent, and even said himself that he thought he 
was recovering. Nevertheless, his habitual system of 
self-discipline enabled him to make the best preparation 
for death at the most fitting moment. We can but 
hold it to have been a proof of his Lord's tender care 
for him, that an English clergyman to whom he was in 
the habit of resorting for spiritual help, was staying 
with him in his house precisely at that time. On the 
day which proved to be the last but one of his life, the 
Bishop expressed a wish to see this friend in order that 
he might make his confession as was his wont. This 
was done, — and so it was that the solemn words 
of pardon and peace prepared the Christian soul to 
depart to its pure Redeemer, just four and twenty hours 
before the unexpected summons came. That night 
and the next day passed calmly, with no marked increase 
of illness, and in the evening the Bishop spoke cheerfully 
of his condition to his faithful friend, Dean Nicholson, 
who had tended him with the most unremitting care 
from the commencement of his malady. About eight 
o'clock, however, on the evening of Friday, the 8th 
of October, 1875, he suddenly fainted : the Dean 
hastened to administer restoratives, but almost imme- 
diately perceived that the faintness was passing into 
death : he at once knelt down and said the last prayers 
of the Church, and just as he uttered the words which 
commended the soul of his dear father and friend to 



the hands of the faithful Creator, the last sigh passed ' 
gently over the silent lips, and the enfranchised spirit 
fled away to look on the Divine Face of Him Whom 
in life and in death it had loved so well; — Aninus 
nostrce sint cum illo ! 

Yes ! he was gone, and many a heart will ache at 
the cruel void which he has left. Yet those who love 
him best may well rejoice in all sincerity that so it is, 
— not on the ground of the trite generalities which 
would assert that our loss is his gain, but because he 
was one of those men of sensitive temperament, great 
delicacy of feeling, and most scrupulous conscience, — 
for whom the battle of life must always be exceptionally 
hard ; and of set purpose he made it to himself yet 
harder, since in order that he might serve his Lord 
with a wholly undivided love, he excluded utterly from 
his existence all those sweet ties and fond domestic 
affections, which best can smooth the rough paths of 
earth for struggling human beings. Alone he trod the 
steep upward road, following the Lamb whithersoever 
He went, while many a piercing thorn and cutting 
stone made sharp the painful pilgrimage ; and now 
that it is safely over, well may we believe that he shall 
walk with Him in white, amid the lilies of the sinless 
Land, of which that Blessed One is Light and Sun. 

He was gone; and now commenced a time which 
showed what Alexander, Bishop of Brechin, had been 
to his people. Far and wide the news of his sudden 
death carried a shock of grief and dismay, and before 
the bereaved relatives were able to make suitable 
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arrangements, the house was besieged by those who 
prayed for leave to look on him once more. 

On Sunday the 10th of October, all who wished to 
take a last farewell were admitted to see the lifeless 
form, which up to that time had been watched by the 
Superior and Sisters of S. Mary's Home. 

The Bishop was laid in the library of his house in 
an open shell, clad in full Episcopal robes, his pastoral 
staff in the right hand, and the left reposing on his 
breast ; at the head was placed the mitre, and on either 
side of the coffin stood massive wax tapers, while at 
the foot was a table supporting a cross before which 
were placed lights and flowers. The doors were thrown 
open ; and it is calculated that nearly seven thousand 
persons passed through the room on that day to take a 
last look of their beloved Father in God. Such a 
scene, it is said, has not been witnessed in Scotland for 
many centuries. 

The deep reverence and feeling shown by the people 
was most remarkable ; all knelt on entering into the 
presence of the sacred dead ; many crossed themselves, 
and the great majority gently touched the noble head 
in token of a mute farewell, while even rough working 
men could not restrain their tears. No sounds were 
heard but those of weeping and prayer, only as the 
little children laid their hands upon the calm cold 
forehead, most of them broke into the innocent pleading 
words, " God bless you, good Bishop !" 

The emotion manifested by the crowd was so great 
that it was perhaps well the closing of the coffin next 
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morning prevented a repetition of the scene. It had 
been the wish of the Bishop's family that he should 
be buried beside bis father in Edinburgh, but so strong 
a demonstration was made by the people in Dundee of 
their desire that he should be laid in their midst, that 
it was found impossible not to comply with it, and it 
was decided that he should rest in his own Cathedral 
Church of S. Paul, — where, as one of his clergy wrote 
to a friend, " for our generation at least he will preach 
to our hearts, as for so many years he has done by his 
sweet words and still sweeter life." 

On the Sunday before the funeral, as well as on that 
which followed it, sermons were preached in most of the 
Presbyterian pulpits in and near Dundee, as well as in 
many Churches both in England and Scotland, bearing 
testimony to the heavy loss which had been sustained 
by all. One Presbyterian minister concluded his dis- 
course with the words, — " Let us hope and pray that 
God may send another as pure and faithful as he was 
to fill the place he has left." The Bishop of Aberdeen, 
who paid a noble tribute to his departed brother, said 
that many a one had been saved from forsaking the 
Church of their baptism by seeing in the Bishop of 
Brechin '* that the deepest learning, the most uncom- 
promising adherence to dogma, the humblest faith, the 
most fervent devotion, the highest appreciation of all 
that is beautiful in art and nature, the noblest charity, 
and the most self-denying life, could all find their 
full development in the Anglican communion." At 
All Saints', in London, the preacher spoke of him as 
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the Athanasius of modern times. At Dundee, Dean 
Nicholson gave a very striking account of the work 
which had been accomplished in the diocese ; and in 
the Church of S. Thomas the Martyr in Oxford, the 
Bishop's friend and former Vicar told most touchingly 
the noble story of his life, with an emotion which 
would scarcely allow him to say all that he desired. 

On the evening of Thursday the 14th of October, the 
mortal remains of the Bishop were conveyed to the 
Church of S. Paul and laid before the Altar, which was 
draped in black, and there his attached clergy kept 
watch till the interment. The outer coffin was of 
polished oak, the lid ridge-shaped and bearing a cross 
of dark colour which extended the whole length from 
head to foot. At the base was a brass plate, on which 
was the following inscription, drawn up by one of the 
Bishop's cousins on an old Saxon model, — 

^ ALEXANDER EPISCOPUS BRECHINENSIS 

IN PACE QiriEVIT ANNO SALITTIS MDCCCLXXV. 

BPiscopATirs Sin xxviii. 

fTATIS YEBO LIX. f^ 

Wreaths of exquisite flowers were laid on the coffin, 
and six large wax tapers burned round it. Next 
morning at nine o'clock there was a Celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist, the Primus being celebrant, at which 
the number of communicants was so great that it 
lasted many hours ; long before the time appointed for 
tbe concluding ceremony, the Church was filled to its 
fullest extent, although it had been necessary to give 
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admission only by tickets. Many of the English 
Bishops who had been anxious to be present at these 
farewell rites, were unfortunately prevented — the Arch- 
bishop of York (a family connection) was scarcely 
recovered from a severe illness. The Bishop of Lich- 
field who had been so much affected by the death of his 
friend as to have almost fainted away on hearing the 
sad tidings, was unavoidably detained at a distance,-^ 
as were also the Bishops of Carlisle and S. Andrew's, 
and several others. When at last the long procession 
marched from the schoolroom, in which the clergy 
vested, to the porch of the Church, where they were 
received by the Bishops and Deans, they passed through 
streets literally thronged with spectators ; a force of 
policemen had been sent to keep order, but they were 
not in the least required, for nothing could exceed the 
respectful solemnity of the immense crowd, who seemed 
only anxious to testify their reverence for their dear 
Bishop. 

The Dead March in Saul was played as the pro- 
cession advanced, but the moment that it entered the 
Church preceded by the Bishops, the clear sweet voices 
of the choristers rose high in the blessed words, " I am 
the Kesurrection and the Life." The Bishop's eldest 
brother, William Porbes, Esq., of Medwyn, took his 
place at the head of the coffin as chief mourner, the 
Eev. E. Lingard Guthrie stood at the foot holding 
the Pastoral Staff veiled in crape ; the Bishops passed 
to their seats in the sedilia ; the Sisters of Mercy had 
places in the vestry, and the numerous relatives in the 
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front seats; the service was chorally rendered, with 
very beautiful music ; the Bishop of Aberdeen reading 
the lesson amid the sobs of most of the congregation. 
Just before the close of the solemn Ofl&ce, a sudden 
sunbeam broke through the cloudy sky, and fell from 
the painted window in many-hued brightness on the 
white pall with its crimson cross which covered the 
bier. Then six of the principal Clergymen of the 
Diocese, with the chief mourner, slowly lowered the 
coffin into the vault which had been prepared for it in 
front of the Altar. The Dean of Brechin dropped 
the symbolic earth upon it at the solemn sound *' ashes 
to ashes." The wreaths of flowers were flung in by 
the clergy and friends, and the service closed most 
appropriately with the singing of the hymn, 

" The strife is o'er, the battle done !" 

There, beneath the chancel where he so often dis- 
pensed the Bread of Life, and where so many hundreds 
of his spiritual sons and daughters received from his 
hands the " Seal of the Lord" in confirmation, Alex- 
ander, Bishop of Brechin, now rests in peace, waiting 
the Kesurrection morning ; and we cannot better close 
this imperfect record, than by echoing the wish of the 
little children as they took their leave of him, feeling 
very sure that God will indeed bless for evermore the 
good Bishop whom He has taken home to the bosom 
of His Eternal Love. 



NOTE. 

The following is a list of the Bishop's works : — " Treatise on the 
Nicene Creed," which passed through two editions ; ** Treatise on 
the Thirty-nine Articles/' regarded by all as a standard work ; 
Commentaries, in four volumes, on the " Te Deum," the " Canti- 
cles," the " Litany," and the " Penitential Psalms ;" four volumes 
of Sermons ; single Discourses on various subjects, such as " Chris- 
tian Art," " Sufficing Manifestation of the Eternal Father ;" 
pamphlets— " Plea for Sisterhoods," "Cantus," and "Earnest 
Exhortation to Confession." "Notes on Meditations," given at 
two retreats for the Clergy held at Dundee 1867 and 1869 ; " On 
the Deepening of the Spiritual life," a treatise read at a Church 
Congress ; " The Pious Life and Death of Helen Inglis." He 
contributed Articles to the Ecclesiastic, the Christian JRemem' 
br oncer, the North British JRevieWj and the Edinburgh Review ; 
and one to the Quarterly JReview (October 1875) " The Maules of 
Panmure." Much attention was attracted by his weighty and well- 
considered Charges, of which he published four, viz., his " Primary 
Charge," "General Synods," "Christian Unity," and "Admis- 
sion of the Laity." 100,000 copies were sold of his Catechism 
on the Bite of Confirmation, entitled, " The Seal of the Lord," 
and a large number of a " Catechism to be learned before the 
Church Catechism." He wrote in conjunction with his brother, 
the Bey. G. H. Forbes, of Burntisland, the preface to the" Arbuth- 
not Missal;" translated the "ScottiBh Communion Office" into 
Greek; and edited the late Lady Eleanor Law's Translations 
from Pinart, " Meditations on the Suffering Life of oui^Lobd," 
" Nourishment of the Christian Soul," and " The Mirror of Young 
Christians," and the Abbot of Monte Cassino's "Meditations on 
the Passion." He wrote a " Companion to the Altar' ' (adapted to 
the Scottish Office,) "Essay on Greek Bites in the West," and 
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*' The Pious Churchmaii," and translated Arvisenet's Memoriale 
YitaB Sacerdotalis. His most recent works were the *^ Ealendars 
of Scottish Saints" and ** Memoirs of Dame Christian Forbes." 
The lives of S. Ninian and S. Eentigem, edited with introduction 
and notes for the series of the Scottish Historians ; The Life of 
S. Columba, with Dr. Beeves' introduction and notes, translated 
in conjunction with a friend for the same series. *' Bemains of 
Arthur W. Haddan." He was engaged at the time of his 
death on a writer called Golumbanus, with translations of his 
life and works ; which would have been a valuable addition to 
the History of the Church in the seventh century. 



THE REV. GEORGE HAY FORBES. 



Mk. Editoe, — 1 

Those who have read the Memoir of tlie Bishop 
of Brechin which appeared in your last issue, will I 
think feel an interest in the details of an event which 
has occurred since its publication, and which serves 
but too fitly as a sad supplement to it. 

Within a month from the day when Alexander, 
Bishop of Brechin, departed in the peace of Christ, 
his brother, younger than himself by a few years only, 
was summoned to foUow him, as we may well beUeve, 
into the more immediate presence of the Master whom 
both had loved and served so well. 

George Hay Forbes was in many respects a remark- 
able man, and well worthy to be the brother of that 
saintly Bishop whose name will long fill the Church 
with its fragrance, inasmuch as his life from his earliest 

^ This letter was addressed to the Editor of the " Churchman'B 
Companion'' by the writer of the Memoir of the Bishop of 
Brechin, which had appeared a month previously in the pages 
of that periodical. 
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childhood was one of singular devotion and piety. 
Even in his boyhood he was of most studious habits, 
rejecting aU amusements or light reading, and giving 
himself up completely to the study of the Fathers and 
other abstruse works of theology, in which he soon be- 
came very learned. 

His intellect, naturally powerful, was applied to 
every branch of knowledge which could fit him for his 
Master's service, and certainly few men had so thorough 
an acquaintance with the ancient liturgies and the his- 
tory of the Church in every age. He made himself also 
perfectly master of all languages which could assist him 
in his studies, especially Hebrew and Arabic, besides, 
of course, Greek and Latin, and later, such modem 
tongues as might be useful to him in his researches. 
He devoted his spare time most successfully both to 
mathematics and logic, in which he acquired great pro- 
ficiency, and there is no doubt that he might have 
rendered very valuable service to the Church, had he 
limited himself to the vast field of literary labour which 
opened out before him, in the days of his studious youth. 
An illness in eaily childhood had left him an incurable 
weakness of the limbs, which might well have been 
considered a sufficient reason to excuse him from 
attempting any active work for his Lord, but his 
ardent soul could not be satisfied without reaching 
onward to the highest form of service possible to him. 
In 1847 he took holy orders, and entered on a career of 
zealous and unremitting clerical work, which has only 
now terminated with his death. 
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His extreme reverence and deep devotional feeling 
in the ministration of the offices of the Church, quite 
counteracted any painful eflfect from his physical weak- 
ness, and his fine spiritual face, with its worn ascetic 
look, spoke very impressively of a life in strict accor- 
dance with his high calling. Mr. Forbes served for a 
short time in a curacy at Crieff, and was then appointed 
to the incumbency of Burntisland in Fifeshire, where he 
at once opened a mission carried on subsequently with 
great energy and perseverance, and where he remained 
to the end. He will not soon be forgotten there. 
Many of his works for the benefit, of his people survive 
him, while his holy influence will long live as a power 
in their souls. His labours on their behalf were always 
conducted with the utmost thoughtfulness and con- 
sideration for all their wants and wishes. Yet he 
commenced his work under circumstances which might 
have discouraged many a young clergyman, and espe- 
cially a man of such strong feelings and ardent nature 
as himself, for the people of Burntisland were so much 
opposed to the Church that they signed a petition to 
endeavour to procure its banishment from the place 
altogether. The Minister of the United Presbyterian 
Kirk at once asked to have a meeting for discussion 
vrith Mr. Forbes, and he brought with him one of his 
elders to support him. The result of the interview 
was however very different from what the Minister in- 
tended, for the elder was so much struck by what Mr. 
Forbes said that he joined the Church immediately 
and became a regular communicant at the early cele- 
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brations. In the very first year of his incumbency 
Mr. Forbes put himself to no small trouble and ex- 
pense in order to provide a number of devotional 
works printed in Gaelic, for the use of those to whom 
that language was the most familiar, and in spite of 
his infirm state which made it trying for him to walk, 
he was continually visiting at their houses, instruct- 
ing, consoling, and sympathising with them in every 
way that he could. He organised for himself a 
most austere and self-denying life, giving nearly all he 
possessed to the work of the Church in one way or 
another. He established excellent schools, which he 
supported almost entirely ; a printing press, in which 
he employed women and girls, and he defrayed besides 
all expenses connected with the services. But the 
great desire of his heart was to raise a sanctuary more 
fit for the worship of God than the very poor accom- 
modation at the time provided. 

With this view he obtained designs from a first-rate 
architect for a lofty and beautiful church to be dedicated 
to S. Serf, one of the primitive Scotch saints. His first 
act in connection with it was one of personal sacrifice, 
for he had found, on taking up his abode in his little 
parsonage that it was an almost absolute necessity that 
he should make the addition to it of a study for his 
use, and had projected doing so at once, but he entirely 
gave up the idea of completing it after it had been 
begun, so soon as he decided on giving all that he 
had to the erection of a Church. He had very little 
hope from the first that he would live to see it finished. 
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but he quietly commenced it with the avowed inten- 
tion of looking for its completion only to the piety 
of generations yet to come, when he should long have 
been laid to rest. 

Nevertheless, he carried on the building vigorously 
so long as it was possible, and when the funds failed 
for the supply of workmen, he used himself to superin- 
tend and continue the labours, feeling pleased if he 
could add a few stones to the structure day by day. 
I believe that for a considerable time Mr. Forbes and 
his gardener were the only persons employed on the vast 
building; the Chuich remains unfinished, as he pre- 
dicted, but an idea is already being mooted, which it is 
sincerely to be hoped may be realized, that it ought 
now to be completed as a memorial to him. 

Mr. Forbes had some peculiarities in his mode of 
conducting the service which sprang chiefly from his 
love of all that was ancient ; amongst others was his 
determination never to administer the Sacrament of 
Baptism otherwise than by immersion, excepting in 
cases where he considered that circumstances called upon 
him to give way to the wishes of others. At one time 
he also considered himself aggrieved in consequence of 
a new code of Canons passed by the General Synod of 
the Church in which he ministered, and he took the 
somewhat unusual course of bringing an action against 
the Primus and other authorities responsible for the acts 
of that Synod. It was carried, after two hearings in 
Scotland, to the House of Lords, where, in a masterly 
statement, Mr. Forbes pleaded his own cause ; it is said 
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that he spoke for seven hoars before the Peers. An 
eminent lawyer who was present, told a friend after- 
wards that it was one of the finest forensic efforts he 
had ever heard, and when Mr. Forbes gracefully apolo- 
gised to the Lord Chancellor for having acted as his 
own advocate — the reply was, that he need make no 
apology since the most distinguished legal authority 
could not have done greater justice to his cause. The 
decision was against him, and the wisdom of the step 
was, as might be expected, a good deal questioned ; 
but the case must always be regarded as one of great 
importance, to which appeal will probably often be 
made in questions involving the right of minorities in 
disestablished religious communities. The suit cost 
Mr. Forbes a large sum of money, to which fact he 
was perfectly indifferent. In 1853, Mr. Forbes mar- 
ried Miss Eleanor Wemyss, a lady whose companionship 
and sympathy were a great solace to him in all his 
arduous duties, and who survives to mourn him. 

The amount of work of various kinds which he 
managed to accomplish in spite of his weak health, and 
almost continual physical suffering, is almost incredi- 
ble. For many years he never failed to take three 
services every Sunday, teaching afterwards in the 
school, and then holding a class in the evening : during 
the week in addition to his constant visiting of the 
people he regularly took his share each day in the work 
of his various schools, and after the children were dis- 
missed, he always assembled the teachers in his own 
house for instruction. He systematically began his day 
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at a very early hour, in spite of the fact that his nights 
were often sleepless and full of pain from the state of 
his health ; he had generally accomplished an hour or 
two's work before seven o'clock, when he always said 
prayers, never allowing anything to interfere with his 
punctual performance of this duty; even on the day 
before his death, when already extremely ill, he insisted 
on leaving his bed for this purpose. The dark hours 
of the winter mornings, when few were astir save him- 
self, were always given to his literary labours ; from his 
private printing press (his own hands I believe oftien 
setting up the type), he sent out a variety of learned 
works of which I fear I can only give an incomplete 
list : — " Eeasons for adopting the revised edition of the 
Scottish Communion Office," " The Ancient Liturgies 
of the Gallicau Church" (produced conjointly with Dr. 
Neale), "Gregorii Nysseni Opera," "The Scottish 
Communion Office," "Bishop Eattray's Theological 
Works," " Missale ad usum Insignis Ecclesiae Sarum," 
" The Christian Sacrifice in the Eucharist," and two 
very striking articles on the Altar and Amphitheatre 
in the "Encyclopaedia Britannica." At the time of 
his death, Mr. Forbes was engaged on a truly remark- 
able work, the preparation for which exemplified his 
extraordinary linguistic powers in a striking manner : 
he was printing an edition of the Book of Ecclesiastes 
with an elaborate commentary, and had collected no less 
than twenty-nine versions of it in different languages ; 
having quietly set himself to leai'n any of the various 
tongues of which he might happen to be ignorant, in 
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order to master every slight variation of the text in the 
several copies. It was a source of great delight to him, 
that on the occasion of his last visit to Paris within a 
month of the termination of his laborious life, he found 
the last of these versions in the library there ; he knew 
that only two copies existed, one of which was at Some 
and inaccessible, and his pleasure therefore in discover- 
ing the other was very great. He left unfinished also, an 
edition of the Drummond Castle Missal, a very interest- 
ing relic of the ancient Scoto-Celtic Church, but it was 
so nearly concluded, that it is hoped it may yet see 
the light. 

Mr. Forbes's sermons were always prepared with 
great care and study, but were preached extempore, as 
he had a remarkable gift of fluent and expressive 
language. In addition to all his clerical and literary 
labours he had also heavy municipal duties for some 
years, having found that he could be of great use to 
his people as a member of the Town Council, and he 
finally for the same reason permitted the voters to elect 
him Provost — a position answering to that of Mayor in 
England. 

The only relaxation which Mr. Forbes ever allowed 
himself — if indeed it could be called such — was an 
occasional visit to some of the foreign libraries, and 
chiefly to those in Paris, where he had many friends, 
M. de Montalembert and M. de Tassy, amongst the 
number. 

Singularly enough he discovered in the Imperial 
Library in Paris, the identical Missal which David de 



Bohn used at the consecration in 1304 of the chapel of 
Kirkton, now in ruins, near Burntisland. 

Mr. Forbes was in Paris when the blow feU upon 
him which has been so deeply felt throughout the 
Church, and it is thought that the shock he received 
in hearing of his brother's unexpected death may have 
had a fatal effect on his delicate constitution ; he was 
unable to attend the funeral of the Bishop of Brechin, 
but was sufficiently recovered to return home to 
Burntisland on the 3rd of November. Next day he 
was seized with an attack of bronchitis, and was soon 
alarmingly ill — but his suffering was mercifully short. 
Amid the darkness and silence of the northern night, 
on the 7th of November, 1875, he was released from 
the life-long weakness and pain of his mortal state, 
and passed, we may trust, to rejoin his brother in the 
realms of peace and light. 

The people of Burntisland made the same request to 
Mr. Forbes*s family as the inhabitants of Dundee had 
proffered to them in the case of his brother the Bishop. 
They earnestly begged that their dear Pastor might be 
laid to rest amid the scenes of his long and devoted 
labours, but the surviving relations had a strong 
natural desire that he should have his place by the side 
of the father and mother who had so tenderly cared for 
their fragile and gifted son, and the point was conceded 
to their wishes. The sorrowing parishioners were 
resolved to do all that they could to demonstrate their 
love and reverence for him, and on the day of the 
funeral, while every window was darkened and every 
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bell tolling, the whole population of the place, headed 
by the municipal authorities, followed the coffin down to 
the water's edge where the steamer awaited it that was 
to convey it to the beautiful cemetery at Edinburgh. 
They watched the vessel quit the shore and then when 
they turned away there was many a touching token of 
the sad sense of bereavement which smote upon their 
hearts, as they felt that they should look upon his face 
no more. 

Yours, &c., 
F. M. F. S. 
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revised according to the Prayer Book and the Authorised Translatioa of the Bible. 
Seventh Thousand. Crown 8vo. Tn wrapper, is. (postage 3d.) \ cloth, is. 6d. (postage 
4d.) ; calf or morocco, 7s. 

THE SERVICE FOR CERTAIN HOLY DATS. Being a Sup- 

plement to " The Day Hours of the Church of England.'* Crown 8vo., 2s. 

THE PRACTICAL SCIENCE OF THE CROSS IN THE USE 

OF THE SACRAMENTS OF PENANCE AND THE EUCHARIST. By M. the Abb^ 
Grou. Translflyted firom the French. l8mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. ; wrapper 2s. 

of holy thought which a sign so sacred and 
so significant as the Cross could well sug- 
gest to the pious mind."— CAwrcA Herald. 
** Of great value for spiritual teaching.*' 
— Union Review. 



"A series of Meditations of a very high 
order both as to beauty of expression and 
thoroughness of teaching.** — Literary 
Churchman. 

** The Meditations embrace every variety 



CONCIONALIA. Ontlines of Sermons for Parochial Use through- 
out the Year. By the Rev. H. Thompson, M.A., Vicar of Chard. Dedicated, by per- 
mission, to the Lord Bishop of Bath and Wblls. Second Series. Fcap. 8vo., os. 6d. 



" A characteristic of the book is the ex- 
tensive application of Scripture very often 
amounting to minuteness. Indeed, with- 
out a slavish use, the beauty of each out- 
line is that it tends to make the preacher 
a stud^it also. Not (me of these * Outlines' 
can be used without giving a gn^sp of the 
subject, and enabling the user of it to pro- 
ceed with treedam according to his own 
method.**— CAurcA Review. 

** The book has been done with great care, 



and at the cost of much real labour. The 
Scriptural references alone will rmder the 
volume an acceptable one to preachers.** — 
Church Times. 

'*This volume is altogether excellent. 
To any man who knows what a Srarmon 
ought to be, any one of these * Outlines' 
will furnish material not for one sermon 
but for half a doaen sermons, far more full 
of thought than is common.** — IMerary 
Churchman. 



CONCIONALIA. First Series. Third Edition. Fcap.8vo.,7s.6d. 

New Book by the Author of •• The Chorister Brothers.** 

THE INCUMBENT OF AXHILL. A Sequel to " The Chorister 

Brothers.'* Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

By the same Author. 

THE CHORISTER BROTHERS. Third Edition. Fcap. Svo., 

cloth, Ss. 
** This is a thoroughly good book, and de- 



serves a largely extended circle of readers. 
We give it our very high commendation.** 
— Church Times. 
'*The story is told with liveliness and 



simplicity, and we follow it witiii interest 
to the end. The manner is mudi more than 
the matter in this sort of books, and in this 
instance the manner is very good.** — 
Guardian , 



THE CHILDREN OF THE CHAPEL. A Tale of the Times of 

Queen Elizabeth. By the Author of " The Chorister Brothers." Second Edition. 
Fci^. 8vo., doth, 28. 

STORIES FOR THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. A New Series of 

Stories lor every Sunday and Holyday in the Year. By C. A. Jonb«, author of 
** Chnrck Stories." Published in Parts (96 pp.) each ocmtaiiiing four Stories, <ki. ; 
and in Volumes (S48 pp.) 
The Swies will be completed in eight vols., handsomely bonnd ia doth, 8s. each. 

OSWALD ; a Tale of the Early Church. An Account of the 

Founding of Latin Christianity in our Island by S, lk3QiC'aaf^^n&« kc&. V)k^. ^^ ^^^'^js^ « 
C. W. H.KjBjraiCK, B.A.,Bra8eno8eCo\ieK^,OxtartL»«Ba.C>acw&ftCk\^.^^3«si.^^ 

list, Newbury, J8mo., cloth, la. Od. 
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MISSION SERMONS. By the Rev. J. B. Wilkinson, B.A., Priest 

of the Church of the Ascension, Lavender Hill, S.W. First Series. Second Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

MISSION SERMONS, preached in London and Gonntry Ghnrches 



and Missions. Second Series. By the 

"We are glad to welcome a former ac- 
quaintance once more, speaking home with 
force and honesty to our souls." — Guar- 
dian. 

*' For short, telling, plain and pithy Ser- 
mons, we know few better. They seem to 
us every way equal to bis former publica- 
tions." — Literary Churchman. 



Rev. J. B. Wilkinson, B.A. Fcap. 8vo., 58. 

*' Simple, hearty, dogmatic, eminently 
practical, will do either for lending, or re- 
producing in the pulpit."— 27mon Review. 

"Short, practical, earnest; likely to be 
very useful."— JoAn Bull. 

** Earnest and plain spoken : well worUiy 
of having reached a second edition." — 
Church Times. 



MISSION SERMONS. By the Rev. J. B. Wilkinson, B.A. Third 

Series. Fcap. 8vo., cloth. 68. 



BY THE REV. J. M. NEALE, D.D., 

Late Wabden op Saceyills College, East Gsioiii^ED. 
A COMMENTARY ON THE PSALMS, from the Fniq^tive and 

Mediseval Writers; and from the various Office-Books and Hymns of the Roman, 
Mozarabic, Ambrosian, Galilean, Greek, Coptic, Armenian, and Syriac Rites. By the 
Rev. J. M. NxALK, D.D., and the Rev. R. F. Littlsdale, LL.D. Four Vols. Post 
8vo., cloth, lOs. 6d. each. 

Vol. 1. Third Edition. Psalm i. to Psalm xxxviii., with Three Dissertations. 

Vol. 2. Second Edition. Psalm xxxix. to Ixxx. 

Vol. 3. Second Edition. Psalm Ixxxi. to cxviii. 

Vol. 4. Psalm cxix. to cl. With Index of twelve thousand Scripture references. 



*'This truly valuable and remarkable 
Commentary is a work which stands almost, 
if not entirely, alone in the theology of Eng- 
land ; and one to which we may fairly chal- 
lenge Christendom at large to produce any- 
thing precisely corresponding. It will be 
found by those who have any taste at all 
for such studies a rich and valuable mine 
to which th^ may again and again recur 
without running the slightest risk of dig- 
ging out the contents too hastily.*'— 
Ouardian, 

**TidB Commentary is both theologically 
and devotionally an immense advance upon 
any commentary upon any portion of Holy 
Scripture — not even excepting Dr. Pusey's 
Minor Prophets— which has yet been writ- 
ten. Wehaveindeeddeepgrouodforthank- 
f nlness that we have one amongst us able 
and devoted to carry on the greitt work 
which the master left unfinished; the spirit 
and power, the mantle of whom has indeed 
so descended upon the disciple, that the 
Commentaiy has suffered little or no loss 
from its change otaathaT.^*—ChurchReview. 

** To Clergymen it will prove invaluable 
/br AamUeiJcaJ parposes, as an abundance 



of new trains of thought will be suggested, 
which will give their sermons that fresh- 
ness which is as unusual as it is desirable 
in pulpit utterances. And no less a boon 
will it be to those of the laity who enjoy a 
book, which without requiring any great 
amount of continuous reading will give 
food for meditation, and enable them to 
enter with more interest into that book of 
Holy Scripture which they are probably 
more familiar with than with any other." 
— Church Times. 

** Another instalment of what we consider 
to be one of the most remarkable, if not 
the most remarkable, works of our day. 
We are not quite sure that we do not like 
the third volume better even than its pre- 
decessors. For while equally rich with 
thera in the wondrously poetic beauty of 
its cento of mystical and other interpreta- 
tions, brought together from sources un- 
known to the goieral reader, it strikes us 
as surpassing them in g^iving the necessary 
foundation of the literal and more di- 
rect exegesis with more care."— Lt^erary 
Churchman, 
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SERMONS PREACHED IN SACEVILLE COLLEGE CHAPEL. 

Four Vols, Crown 8vo., cloth. 

The FIRST VOLUME. Advknt to Whitsuk Day. With an Introduction by the 
Editors. Second Edition. 7s. 6d. 

The SECOND VOLUME. Sermons for the Season of Trinity, and for the Saints' 
Days. Second Edition. 7s. 6d. 

The THIRD VOLUME. Lsnt and Passioxtidb. 7s. 6d. 

The FOURTH VOLUME. The Minor Festivals of the Church. Third Edition. 6s. 



*' Among the several volumes of writings 
by the late Dr. Neale which have been re- 
cently published, we must assigpi the fore- 
most place as regards general utility to the 
Sermotu preached in SackviUe College Cha. 
pel, which bold, as we conceive, the very 
highest rank amongst modern Sermons 
intended to instruct and comfort the un- 
learned and suffering, by reason of the min- 
gled clearness and beauty, the deep teach- 
ing and the practical application with which 
these adnUrable discourses abound." — Uni- 
on Remew. 

*' Charming volumes." — Literary Church- 
man. * 



'*They are devoted to earnest practical 
exhortation, chiefly, if not exclusively, 
and are marked by the writer's usual ful- 
ness of both thought and illustration, and 
by that thorough and faithful reality of 
Christian holiness which breathes in all' his 
writings." — Guardian. 

FOURTH VOLUME. 

** In this country, where the historical 
continuity of the Church and of Christi- 
anity is part of the practical belief of Catho- 
lics, these wise and beautiful sermons vrill 
be prized as they deserve, and long con- 
tinue unrivalled, even if they cease to be, 
as now, unique." — Union Review, 



SERMONS PREACHED IN A RELIGIOUS HOUSE. Two Vols. 



Fcap. Svoi, cloth, lOs. 

" We need hardly say that they present 
a perfect mine of sermon thoughts, and 
they contribute exactly that especial ele- 
ment which is mostly wanting even in our 
best eeU of Christian Year Sermons. — We 
mean the mystical teaching of Holy Scrip- 
ture. They are certain to be extremely 
useful." — Literary Churchman. 

" Patterns of what such discourses ought 



to be. The book is one to be studied by 
preachers who would learn how best to 
turn to account in their own Sermons the 
mystical interpretation of Holy Scripture, 
and how to wedge into their discourses 
those elements of illustration, simile and 
anecdote, in which our pulpit addresses 
are for the most part so strikingly defec- 
tive."— CAwrcA 'iimei. 



SERMONS PREACHED IN A RELIGIOUS HOUSE. Second 

Series. Two Vols. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, lOs. 

MISERERE : the Fifty-first Psalm, with Devotional Notes. Re- 
printed, with additions, from *'Neale*s Commentary on the Psalms." Wrapper, 6d. { 
cloth, Is. 



**As a manual for devotional study in 
Advent and Lent it will be found invalua- 
ble, as those who have neither money nor 
leisure to expend on the vast treasury of 



patristical lore stored up in the Commen- 
tary aforesaid may make acquaintance with 
the great work through this pocket ma- 
nual." — Church Times. 



SEATONIAN PRIZE POEMS. Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 
MEDIiEVAL H7MNS AND SEQUENCES, translated by the 

Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D. Third Edition, with numerous additions. Royal 32mo. 28. 

H7MNS FOR CHILDREN. Three Series in Onb Vol. Tenth 

Edition. l8mo., cloth, is. 

H7MNS FOR THE SICE. Fourth Edition. 6d. ; cloth, Is. 
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BY THE REV. T. T. CARTER, M.A., 

Eectob op Cleweb. 
SERMONS. Third Edition. 8vo., 9s. 

' * We are disposed to think them the very i the literature of the Church."— The Guar- 
beat of Iiftr. Carter's many c<mtributioiis to | dian, 

SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS ON THE HOLY EUCHARIST. 

Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo., cloth, 3s. fid. 

*' This is a book of which we can truly say 
that it contains more truly beautiful devo- 
tional reading—at least what is more to our 
taste than almost aiiy other we have ev» 
seen." — Literary Churchman. 



"We earnestly advise all those who are 
able to read these beautiful Instructions ; 
we know of no book of modem times more 
calculated to elevate the soul and parity 
the heart."— CAurcA Review. 



passag^es of surpassing force and beauty 
which keep flashing out upon you as you 
read, with hints, suggestions, and teach, 
ings of marvellous clearness and origina- 
lity." — Literary Churchman, 



SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTIONS ON THE DIVINE REVELA- 

TIONS. Crown 8vo., clotii, 4s. 

" Our more thoughtful readers will find 
this to be a very remarkable book indeed. 
It is remarkable for its breadth of scope, for 
the singular depth with which it treats the 
imier teaching of the successive dispensa- 
tions, and likewise for the ever-recurring 

LENT LECTURES. 8vo., cloth, 8s. 

1. THE IMITATION OF OUR LORD. Fifth Edition. 2s. fid. 

2. THE PASSION AND TEMPTATION OF OUR LORD. Second Edition. 3s. 

3. THE LIFE OF SACRIFICE. Second Edition. 2s. fid. 

4. THE LIFE OF PENITENCE. Second Edition. 2s. fid. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE PRIESTHOOD IN THE CHURCH 

OF ENGLAND. Second Edition. 48. 

THE DOCTRINE OF CONFESSION IN THE CHURCH OF 

ENGLAND. Second Edition. Post 8vo., fis. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST, drawn from the 

Holy Scriptures and the Records of the Church of England. Third Edition. Fcap. 
8vo., 9d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. Third Edition. 18mo., cloth, Is. 

EDITED BY THE REV. T. T. CARTER. 
A BOOK OF PRIVATE PRAYER, FOR MORNING, MID-DAY, 

NIGHT, AND OTHER TIMES, with Rules for those who would live to God amid the 
business of daily life. Ninth Edition. Limp cl., Is. ; cl., red edges, is. 3d. ; roan, is. fid. 

LITANIES, and other Devotions. Second Edition. Is. 6d. 
MEMORIALS FOR USE IN A RELIGIOUS HOUSE. Second 

Edition Enlarged, fid. 

NIGHT OFFICES FOR THE HOLY WEEK. 8vo., 2s. 6d. 

THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE LORD ON THE KING'S HIGH- 
WAY OF THE CROSS. Devotional Aids for Holy Week. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD, being Readings on the 

Incarnation. Part I., is. Part II., ss. fid. In One Vol., 4s. fid. cloth. 

MANUAL OF DEVOTIOIf FOR SISTERS OF MERCY. In 

Might Parte, or Two Vols., cloth, 10s. 
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BY THE RIGHT REV. J. R. WOODFORD, D.D., 

Bishop of Ely. 
ORDINATION SERMONS preached in the Dioceses of Oxford 

and Winchester, i860— 72. Svo., 6s. 6d. 



" Sermons all of them striking, all of 
them models of careful conscientioas 
thought and composition, and many of 
tiiem Terjforcible and origrinal. Dr. Wood- 
ford neyer writes a Sermcm without having 
some definite idea to work out, some truth 
or duty to enforce, and whatever the aim 
is he pursues it with a tenacious steadiness 
which makes his Sermons more like models 



of sermon writing than most men's. It is 
a valuable volume." — Literary Churchman, 

** A noble volume of Sermons which are 
such as very few living preachers could 
equal." — Church Retriew. 

** Pre-eminently good Sermons, well-rea- 
soned, well wrought, happy in illustration, 
rich in reflection, eloquent in expression." 
— Scottish Guardian. 



SERMONS PREACHED IN VARIOUS CHURCHES OF BRIS- 
TOL. Second Edition. 8vo., 7s. 6d. 

OCCASIONAL SERMONS. Two Vols. Second Edition. Svo. 

7s. 6d. each. 



BOOKS FOR THE USE OF THE CLERGY. 



THE PRIEST'S PRAYER BOOK, wit^ a brief Pontifical. Con- 

taining Private Prayers and Intercessions ; OflSces, Readings, Prayers, Litanies, and 
Hymns, for the Visitation of the Sick.; Offices jfor Bible and Confirmation Classes, 
Cottage Lectures, &c. } Notes on Confession, Direction, Missions, and Retreats ; Re- 
medies for Sin ; Anglican Orders ; Bibliotheca Sacerdotalis, &c., &c. Fifth Edition, 
much enlarged. Edited by Two Clrrotmxn. IReprinting. 

Reprinted from "The Priest's Prayer Book," 

Rbspgnsal to the Offices of the Sick. For the Use of Attendants. Cloth, Is. 
Parochiai. Offices, id. School Offices, id. 

Office for a Ruridbcanal Synod or Clerical Meeting, id. 
Anglican Orders. A Summary of Historical Evidence, id. 

EMBER HOURS. By the Rev. W. E. Heygate, M.A., Rector of 

Brighstone, Isle of Wight. New Edition Revised, with an Essay on RELIGION IN 
RELATION TO SCIENCE, by the Rev. T. S. Ackland, M.A., Vicar of Balne, author 
of " Story of Creation,*' &c. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 

MEMORIALE VIT^E SACERDOTALIS ; or, Solemn Warnings of 

the Great Shepherd, Jesits Christ, to the Clergy of His Holy Church. From the 
Latin of Arvisenet. Adapted to the Use of the Anglican Church by the Bishop of 
Brechin. Second edition, Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. ; calf, 98. 

MEMORANDA PAROCHIALIA, or the Parish Priest's Pocket Book. 

By the Rev. F. E. Paget, M.A., Rector of Elford. Ss. 6d., double size 5s. 

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER OF 1662, according to the Sealed 

Copy in the Tower. Printed in red and bleyc^^ tcwft. %^^,, ^xj&njafe eksi<^x V4». vis» 
in various bindings. 
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THE CHURCHMAN'S DIARY : an Almanack and Directory for the 
Celebration of the Service of the Church. 4d. ; interleaved, 6d. i cloth, lOd. ; roan tack, 

9S. 

SERMONS REGISTER, for Ten Years, by iirhich an account may be 

kept of Sermons, the number, subject, and when preached. Post 4to., is. 

REGISTER OF SERMONS, PREACHERS, NUMBER OF COM- 

MUNICANTS, AND AMOUNT OF OFFERTORY. Fcap. 4to., roan, 48. 6d. (The 
Book of Strange Preachers as ordered by the 62nd Canon.) 

REGISTER OF PERSONS CONFIRMED AND ADMITTED TO 

HOLY COMMUNION. For 600 names, 4s. 6d. For 1000 names, 7s. 6d. half-bound. 

THE LITANY, TOGETHER WITH THE LATTER PART OF 

THE COMMINATION SERVICE NOTED. Handsomely printed in red and black. 
Demy 4to., wrapper, 78. 6d.; imitation morocco, I8s.; best morocco, 248.; morocco 
panelled, &c., 30s. 

THE LITTLE HOURS OF THE DAY, according to the Kalendar of 

the Church of England. Complete Edition, crown Svo., cloth, 3s. 6d. ; wrapper, 2s. 6d. 

THE CLERGYMAN'S MANUAL OF PRIVATE PRAYERS. Col- 

lected and Compiled from Varioas Sources. A Companion Book to " The Priest's 
Prayer Book." Cloth, is. I 

HORARIUM; seu Libellus Precationum, Latin^ editus. 18mo., cl. Is. 

THE PRIEST IN HIS INNER LIFE. By H. P. L. Is. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF DOGMATIC THEO- 
LOGY. By the Rev. Robkrt Owen, B.D. 8vo. 12s. 



DEVOTIONAL BOOKS. 

MEDITATIONS ON THE SUFFERING LIFE OF OUR LORD. 

Translated from Pinart. Edited by the Bishop of BaxcHiN. Fifth EditioD. Fcap. 
Svo., cloth, 58. 

NOURISHMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN SOUL. Translated from 

Pinart. Edited by the Bishop of Brbchin. Fourth Edition. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 68. 

THE MIRROR OF YOUNG CHRISTIANS. Translated from the 

French. Edited by the Bishop of Brxchin. With £ngrayiog:8, 2s. 6d.{ morocco 
antique, 7s. 

THE DIVINE MASTER : a Devotional Manual illustrating the Way 

of the Cross. With Ten steel EDgraying:8. Ninth Edition. 2s. 6d.} morocco, 5s. 
Cheap Edition, in wrapper, is. 

THE PSALTER, or Seven Ordinary Hours of Prayer, according to 
the Use of the Church of Sarum. Beautiifully printed and illustrated. Fcap. 4to., 
Aatigue binding. Reduced to 15s. 

A JP'EW DEVOTIONAL HELPS FOR THE C^M.ST1AN SEA- 

SOifs. Edited by Two Clergymen. Two Vols., c\ot\i, h%, fA. 
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SPIRITUAL VOICES FROM THE MIDDLE AGES. Consisting of 

a Selection of Abstracts flrom the Writings of the Fathers, adapted for the Hour of 
Meditation, and concluding with a Biographical Notice of their lives. 3s. 6d. 

PRAYERS AND MAXIMS. In large type, 28. 

THE SOLILOQUY OF THE SOUL, and THE GARDEN OF 

ROSES. Translated flrom Thomas k Kempis. By the Rev. W. B. Flowbr« B.A. Ss. 
Cheap Edition, is. 

MANUAL FOR MOURNERS, with Devotions, Directions, and Fonns 

of Self> Examination. Fcap. Svo., 2s. 6d. 

COMPANION TO THE SUNDAY SERVICES of the Church of 

England. Ss. 6d. 

MEDITATIONS ON OUR LORD'S PASSION. Translated from the 

Armenian of Matthew, Vartabed. 2s. 6d. 

SELECTIONS, NEW AND OLD. With a Preface by the late 

Bishop of Winchbstrr. Fcap. Svo., 4s. 6d. 

THE HIDDEN LIFE. Translated from Nepveu's Pens^es Chr^tiennes. 
Second Edition, enlarged, ismo., 28. 

TWELVE SHORT AND SIMPLE MEDITATIONS ON THE SUF- 

FERINGS OF OUR LX)RD JESUS CHRIST. Edited by the Rev. W. J. Butlbr. 
2s. 6d. 

THE EVENING OF LIFE; or Meditations and Devotions for the 

Aged. By the Rev. W. E. Hbtoatb, M.A. Post Svo., large type, 5s. 6d. 

THE WEDDING GIFT. A Devotional Manual for the Married, or 

those intending to Marry. By the Rev. W^. E. Hbtoatb, M.A. Second Edition, re- 
vised and enlarged, ss. 

* 

THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE LORD ON THE KING'S HIGH- 
WAY OF THE CROSS. Devotional Aids for Holy Week. Edited by the Rev. T. T. 
Cartbr. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD, being Readings on the Incar- 
nation. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter. Part I., fcap. 8vo., is. Part II., 3s. 6d. 
In One Vol. cloth, 48. 6d. 

COMPANION FOR LENT. Being an Exhortation to Repentance, 
from the Syriac of S. Ephraem ; and Thoaghts for Every Day in Lent, gathered from 
other Eastern Fathers and Divines. By the Rev. S. C. Malan, M.A. is. 3d. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S DAY. By the Rev. F. E. Paget, M.A. Royal 

32mo., 2s. cloth j 5s. morocco. 

THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS. A Devotional Com- 
mentary. By Bbllabminb. is. 

THE THREE HOURS AGONY : Meditations, Prayers, and Hymns on 
the Seven Woixlsfrom theCrou ol oui ^oaX^oVf '«k»^'Mra«t,NftV»B«^''^'fis^*'^*^^^ 
DevotionA on the Passion. 4d. 
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AIDS TO CATECHISING. 

A MANUAL OF CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION, arranged by 

tbe Rev. G. Arden. Fourth Edition. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

CATECmSINGS ON THE LIFE OF OUR LORD. By the Rev. 

W. LbAj M.A.t Vicar of 6. Peter*s» Droitwich. l2mo., cloth, 8s. 6d. 

CATECHISINGS ON THE PRAYER BOOK. By the Rev. W. Lea, 

M.A. Third Edition. ISmo., cloth, is. 

A CATECHISM ON THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. By 

the late Rev. Albxandbr Watson. l8mo., cloth, 2s. 

A CATECHISM OF THEOLOGY. Second Edition, revised. 18mo., 

cloth, IS. 6d. } wrapper, is. 
THE EVENING MEETINGS ; or, the Pastor among the Boys of his 

Flock. By C. M. S. Fcap. 8vo., 28. 



By the Author of ^^ The Churchman's Guide to Faith 

and Piety." 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE SICK ROOM, PRAYERS IN SICKNESS, 

&c. Oloth, 2s. 6d. 

COMPANION FOR THE SICK ROOM : being a Compendium of 

Christian Doctrine. 2s. 6d. 

OFFICES FOR THE SICK AND DYING. Reprinted from the 

above, is. 

LEAFLETS FOR THE SICK AND DYING ; supplementary to the 
Offices for the same in "The Churchman's Guide to Faith and Piety.*' First Series. 
Frioe per set of eight, 6d. ; cardboard, 9d. 



Edited by the Rev. Orby Shipley, M.A. 

EUCHARISTIC MEDITATIONS FOR A MONTH ON THE MOST 

HOLY COMMUNION. Translated from the French of Avrillon. limp cloth, 2s. 6d. 

DAILY MEDITATIONS : from Ancient Sources. Advent to Easter. 

Cloth, is. 6d. 

DAILY MEDITATIONS FOR A MONTH, on some of the more 

Moving Truths of Christianity ; in order to determine the Soul to be in earnest in the 
love and Service of her God. f^m Ancirait Sources. Cloth, is. 

A TREATISE OF THE VIRTUE OF HUMILITY, abridged from 

the Spanish of Rodriguez ; for the use of persons living in the world. Cloth, is. 

CONSIDERATIONS ON MYSTERIES OF THE FAITH, newly 

Translated and Abridged from the Original Spanish of Luis de Granada. 28. cloth. 

AVRILLON ON THE HOLY SPIRIT : Readings for Ascension and 
WbJtsuntide, TnuislateA and Abridged from the French of Avrillon. j s. 

^^J^ITUAL EXERCISES : headings for a E-etoeiLX. oi ^^^^^li Tivj^, 

^rtuujated And A bridged from the French of Bourdttouc. \%. «A. 
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MANUALS OF PRAYER. 

THE DAY HOURS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, newly 

Translated and Arranged according to the Prayer Book and the Authorised Transla- 
tion of the Bible. Seventh Thousand. Crown 8vo., wrapper, is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 

THE DAY OFFICE OF THE CHURCH, according to the Kalendar 

of the Church of England ; consisting of Lauds, Vespers, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, 
and Compline, throughout the Year. To which are added, the Order for the Adminis- 
tration of the Reserved Eucharist, Penance, and Unction; together with the Office of 
the Dead, Commendation of a Soul, divers Benedictions and Offices, and full Rubrical 
Directions. 
A complete Edition, especially for Sisterhoods and Religious Houses. By the Editor of 
** The Little Hours of the Day.'* Crown 8vo., 4s. 6d. ; cloth, red edges, 5s. 6d. ; calf, 
gs. 6d.} morocco, 108. fid. 

THE CHURCHMAN'S GUIDE TO FAITH AND PIETY. A Manual 

of Instruction and Devotions. Compiled by Robert Brktt. Fourth Edition. Cloth, 
3s. 6d. ; antique calf or plain morocco, 8s. 6d. Two Vols., cloth, 4s. ; limp calf, I is. ; 
limp morocco, I3s. 

THE PRIMER, set forth at large with many Godly and Devout Prayers. 

Edited, from the Post- Reformation Recension, by the Rev. Gkrard Moultrib, M.A., 
Vicar of South Leigh. Fourth Thousand. i8mo., cloth, 3s. Rubricated Edition, 
antique cloth, 5s. 

THE HOURS OF THE PRIMER. Published separately for the use 

of individual members of a household in Family Prayer. i8mo., cloth, is. 

MANUAL OF DEVOTION FOR SISTERS OF MERCY. Edited 

by the Rev. T. T. Cartbr, M.A. In Eight Parts or Two Vols, cloth, lOs. 

A BOOK OF PRIVATE PRAYER FOR MORNING, MID-DAY, 

NIGHT, AND OTHER TIMES, with Rules for those who would live to God amid 
the business of Daily Life. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter. Ninth Edition. Limp 
cloth, is.} cloth, red edges, is. 3d.; roan, is. 6d. 



THE MANUAL : a Book of Devotion. By the Rev. W. E. Heygate, 
Eighteenth Edition. Cloth limp, is.; boards, 'is. 3d.; leather, is. 6d. Cheap 
Edition, 6d. 

THE MANUAL. Adapted for general use, 12mo., cloth, Is. 6d. 
SURSUM CORDA: Aids to Private Devotion. Collected from the 

Writings of English Churchmen. Compiled by the Rev. F. E. Paget. 28. Od. cloth. 

CHRISTIAN SERVANT'S BOOK of Devotion, Self-Examination, and 

Advice. Sixth Edition. Cloth, is. 

POCKET MANUAL OF PRAYERS FOR THE HOURS. New 

Edition, with considerable additions, 6d. Cloth, with the Collects, is. 

THE POCKET BOOK OF DAILY PRAYERS. Translated from 

Eastern Originals. By the Rev. S. C. Halan, M.A. Suitedforthe Waistcoat Pocket. 
Cloth, Od.} roan, is. 

A MANUAL OF PRIVATE DEV0T10^%, ^oiiVswrnasa^T^^^w. ^«^ 

Mchl^^rjntbe Week, Devotions lot lYie ^oVj CiwmTWWftSwi^iaft. v» ^QBfc^»>sS«-' ^'^ 
BiBBor ANDmuwKa, 6d. ; cloth, Qd. \ caii^i, %«. ^. 
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A COLLECTION OF PRIVATE DEVOTIONS FOR THE HOUR 

OF PRAYER. By Bishop Cosin. Is. ; calf or morocco, 3s. 6d. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S PLAIN GUIDE. By the Rev. Walter A. Gra 

M.A., Vicar of Arksey. 32ino., cloth boards, is. Cheap Edition, Wrapper, 6d. 

THE DEVOUT CHORISTER. Thoughts on his Vocation, and a Mi 

hual of Devotions for his use. By Thomas F. Smith, B.D. 32mo., cloth, )s. 

A MANUAL OF DEVOTIONS FOR SCHOOL-BOYS. Compile 

from various sources. By R. Brett. 6d. 

PRAYERS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONJ 

By R. Brett, fid. ; cloth, 8d. Part I. 2d., cloth 4d. ; Part II. 4d., cloth 6d. 

THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN'S MANUAL. Second Edition. 6d. 



VOLUMES OF SERMONS AND LECTURES. 

ASHLe£ rev. J. M.— THE VICTORY OF THE SPIRIT: 

Course of Short Sermons by way of Commentary on the Eighth Chapter of S. Paul 
Epistle to the Romans. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

THIRTEEN SERMONS FROM THE QUARESIMAL! 

OF QUIRICO ROSSI. Translated from the Italian. Edited by J. M. Ashlbt, B.C.] 
Fcap. Svo., cloth, Ss. 6d. 

BRECHIN, THE BISHOP OF.- ARE YOU BEUKTG CONVERTED 

Sermons on Serious Subjects. Third Edition. Fcap. 8vo., 2s. 

THE WANING OF OPPORTUNITIES, and other Sermoni 



Practical and Doctrinal. Fcap. 8vo., 38. 6d. 



SERMONS ON THE GRACE OF GOD, and other Cognat 

Sut|}ects. 38. 6d. •#' 

BRIGHT, REV. CANON, D.D.— EIGHTEEN SERMQIfS OF 5 

LEO THE GREAT ON THE INCARNATION, translated with Nodtajnd with th 
" Tome" of S. Leo in the original. 8vo., cloth, 5s. tJT^ 



K:i|e 



BUTLER, REV. W. J.— SERMONS FOR WORKEfe MEN 

Second Edition. l2mo., 6s. 6d. 

CHAMBERS, REV. J. C— FIFTY-TWO SERMONS, preached a 

Perth and in other parts of Scotland. 8vo., I2s. <■ 

CHAMBERLAIN, REV. T.— TIHE THEORY OF CHRISTIAN 

WORSHIP. Second Edition. 3s. 6d. 

THE SEVEN AGES OF THE CHURCH as indicated in th 

Messages to the Seven Churches of Asia. Post 8vo., ss. 
CHANTER, REV. J. M.— SERMONS. 12mo., Ss. 6d. 

COI}D,REV. E. T.— SERMONS addTe%%ftdtjo a Country Congregation 

inciuding Four preached before the I3nWetB\tj ot CttnvYv^^tg^. tWcA ^«e«A. vtaao 
o&. oa. 
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CHEYNE, REV. P.— THE TEACHING OF THE CHRISTIAN 

YEAR : a Series of Sermons. Vol. I., Advent to Whitsuntide, 7s. 

THE CONSOLATIONS OF THE CROSS ; and the Rest of 

the Blessed. Fcap. Svo., 28. 

SIX SERMONS ON THE HOLY EUCHARIST. 8vo., 28. 



DAVIDSON, REV. J. P. F.— THE HOLY COMMUNION. A 

Coarse of Sermons preached in the Parish Church of Chipping Sodbury, Gloucester- 
shire. Fcap. 8vo.» 28. 6d. 

EVANS, REV. A. B., D.D.— CHRISTIANITY IN ITS HOMELY 

ASPECTS : Sermons on Various Sul]|jects. Second Series. l2mo., 3s. 

FLOWER, REV. W. B.— SERMONS FOR THE SEASONS OF 

THE CHURCH, translated from S. Bernard. Svo., 6s. 

FORD, REV. JAMES.— SERMONS FROM THE QUAllESIMALE 

OF P. PAOLO SEGNERI. Svo., Three Vols., 6s. each. In One Vol., 168. 

TWELVE SERMONS preached in the Chapel of Liverydole 



Almshouse, at Heavitree. i2mo., 3s. 

GALTON. REV. J. L.— ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-TWO 

LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF REVELATION. In Two Vols. Fcap. Svo., iSs. 



-. NOTES OF LECTURES ON THE BOOK OF CANTICLES 

OR SONG OF SOLOMON, delivered in tbf Parish Church of S. SidweU, Exeter. 68. 

GRESLEY, REV. W.— PRACTICAL SERMONS. 12mo., 3a. 6d. 

SERMONS PREACHED J^feRIGHTON. 12mo., 3s. 6d. 

HAMILTON, REV. L. R.— PAROCHIAL SERMONS. Fcap. 8vo., 

38. 6d. 

HUTCHINGS, REV. W. H.—THE PERSON AND WORK OF 

THE HOLY GHOST. A Series of Sermons. Svo., 3s. 

SOME ASPECTS OF THE CROSS. Seven Discourses de- 



livered in substance in S. Andrew's, Clewer. Crown Svo., cloth, 48. 

IRONS, REV. W. J., D.D.— THE PREACHING OF CHRIST. 

A Series of Sixty Sermons for the People. In a Packet, 5s. ; cloth, 6s. 

THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST : being a Second Series of 



Sermons for the People. Second Edition. Svo., 68. 

LEA. REV. W.— SERMONS ON THE PRAYER BOOK. Fcap. 

Svo., 2s. 

LEE, REV. F, G., D.C.L.— MISCELLANEOUS SERMONS, by 

Clergymen of the Church of England. Edited by F. G. Lvb. Crown Svo., Ss. 6d. 

MILLARD, REV. F. M.— S. PETER'S DENIAL OF CHRIST. 

Seven Short Sermons to Boys. Fcap. Svo., Is. 4d. 

MOUNTAIN, REV. t. H, B., D.I).--S>^^^01Sk^^^^i^"^^^«^'^^^^ 
80N8, Mad on other occasions. 8vo., 7a. M. 
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NEWLAND, REV. H.— POSTILS ; Short Sermons on the Parab 

&c., adapted from the Fatbers. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo., ss. 

NUGEE, REV. G.— THE WORDS FROM THE CROSS AS J 

PLIED TO OUR OWN DEATHBEDS. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo., Ss. 6d. 

PAGET, REV. F. E.— SERMONS ON THE SAINTS* DAYS. Un 

38. 6d. 

SERMONS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS. Crown 8yo,, 

PRICHARD, REV. J. C— SERMONS. Fcap. 8i?o., 4s. 6d. 
PRYNNE, REV. G. R.— PLAIN PAROCHLA.L SERMONS. Sec< 

Series. Svo., lOa. fid. 

POTT, THE VEN. ARCHDEACON.— CONFIRMATION LI 

TURES delivered to a Village Congregation in the Diocese of Oxford. SrdEditioiL. 

VILLAGE LECTURES ON THE SACRAMENTS A] 

' OCCASIONAL SERVICES OF THE CHURCH. 2s. 

' STRETTON, REV. H.— THE ACTS OF S. MARY MAGDALE] 

Considered in Sixteen Sermons. Svo., 5s. 

SUCKLING, REV. R. A.— SERMONS PLAIN AND PRACTICi 

Fourth Edition. Fcap. 8vo., 38. fid. 

SERMONS BY VARIOUS CONTRIBUTORS ILLUSTRATE 

THE OFFICES OF THE PRAYER BOOK. 8vo., 38. fid. 

TOMLINS, REV. R.— SERMONS for the Greater Cycle of High D 

in the Church's Year, with Sermons for Special and Ordinary Occasions. 800 
Edition. l2mo., 5s. 

ADVENT SERMONS. Illustrated by copious references 

the Advent Services. Second Edition. First and Second Series, in One Vol., d 
28. fid. 

WATSON, REV. A.— THE SEVEN SAYINGS ON THE CROJ 

8vo., 3s. fid. 

JESUS THE GIVER AND FULFILLER OF THE Nl 

LAW. Eight Sermons on the Beatitudes. 8vo., Ss. fid. 

WEST, REV. J. R.— SERMONS ON THE ASCENSION OF 01 

LORD. Fcap. 8vo., Ss. fid. 

WILKINSON, REV. J. B.—MISSION SERMONS. Twenty-five PI 

Sermons preached in London and Country Churches and Missions. Foap. t 
Second Edition. Ss. fid. 

MISSION SERMONS. Second Series. Fcap. 8vo., ^ 

MISSION SERMONS. Third Series. Foep. 8vo., 6s. 

WINDSOR, REV. S. B.— SERMONS FOR SOLDIERS preached 

Home and Abroad. Fcap. 9vo., ss. fid. 

WROTH, REV. W. R.— FIVE SERMONS ON SOME OF Tl 

OLD TESTAMENT TYPES OF HOLY BAPTISM. Post Svc, 38. 
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